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ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:
Students learn even while 
their host nations
face financial hardship. 

Together again!
The challenges of the pandemic drag on, yet students are incredibly 
happy to be in classrooms with their friends and teachers. 
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Baskets of dried beans, cups for 
sorting, paint, music classes, and 

movement. These things might not 
seem like much, but they can ignite a 
love of learning. 

School resumed in August at our 
partner school for 110 displaced Iraqi 
Christian children living in Jordan. 
The school also opened its doors this 
year to nine Egyptian children who are 
seeking refuge from repression and 
Egypt’s economic hardships.

The children and their teachers were 
happy to be together again after a 
year of mostly remote learning from 
home with short periods of in-person 
learning, said Principal Dawlat 
Hijazeen. The joy makes it difficult to 
keep them socially distanced and 
masked as much as they should be. 
Everyone is tired of the pandemic. 

Despite the happiness, it didn’t 
take long for teachers to reach the 
sobering realization that their students 
didn’t learn as much last year as they 
had hoped. 

First, the children had not retained 
their lessons from Zoom classes. 
Learning on-screen at home simply 
wasn’t engaging enough for them 
to concentrate, and parents didn't 
know how to reinforce lessons. 
Second, the children were no longer 
excited to learn. Their experience of 
struggling to focus on school at home 
on a computer screen clouded their 
enthusiasm for learning. 

The lack of learning made the staff’s 
recent training in Western educational 
practices even more valuable to 

implement this year. Hijazeen said 
she is working to move the school 
away from the more traditional 
Middle Eastern emphasis on rote 
memorization and repetition. 

Western practices include more 
hands-on learning and movement 
to keep children engaged and help 
them develop their problem-solving 
skills. A visitor to the school would 
see practices that are a normal part of 
American schools. For young children, 
there are hands-on sorting materials 
for counting, addition, and subtraction 
lessons. Students also have an 

abundance of opportunities to show 
their learning through arts and crafts 
projects that make learning fun and 
engaging. 

So far, the approach is working. The 
children are catching up and moving 
on to new material.  

As for the pandemic, all staff are fully 
immunized, and they will do the best 
they can to keep the pandemic at bay 
among the children through masks 
and hygiene. They have no desire to 
go back to online school. They await 
the day the pandemic is over and their 
lives can get back to normal. 

The Good Shepherd 
Center staff are 
working hard to get 
children excited about 
learning. More than 
ever, the school is 
using art and hands-
on activities to engage 
children with their 
lessons. Play and 
physical activity are 
also an important part 
of the program. 

TEACHERS COMBAT LOST LEARNING AND DIMMED ENTHUSIASM

In a cruel twist to the refugee crisis, 
the nations that host millions of 

refugees are often the nations with the 
fewest resources to help. 

That has become the case in Jordan. 
The nation’s economy has dried up 
because the pandemic is keeping 
tourists away. Tourism is the core 
of Jordan’s economy. The country 

manufactures very little and imports 
much. Its greatest resources are 
natural beauty and the historic sites 
that draw visitors who feed billions into 
the economy. 

As a result, a quarter of all Jordanians 
are unemployed and half of young 
adults are unable to find work, 
according to World Bank reports. 

“People are getting angry, and they are 
getting by with the minimum,” Good 
Shepherd Center founder the Rev. 
Haytham Mazahreh said. “Yet we host 
refugees from 57 nations. They come 
here because at least it is far better 
than Lebanon or Egypt. Jordan has 
been a refugee host country since 
Bible times, so here we are.” 

Jordanians provide refuge even as they also struggle financially
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Hands-on learning and 
more engaging teaching 
strategies re-ignite kids' 
love of learning. 

"People are getting angry, and they are getting by with the minimum." 
-- Pastor Haytham Mazahreh 

JORDAN AT A GLANCE 

OUR PROJECT: The Good 
Shepherd Center has  
provided education to the 
children of Iraqi Christians 
seeking refuge in Jordan 
since late 2015. The 
school serves 110 Iraqis, 
one Jordanian child, and 
nine Egyptian children. 

THE PROBLEM: Iraqi 
Christians and other 
religious minorities were 
pushed out of Northern 
Iraq in 2014 by ISIS 
forces. Some Christians 
have returned to Iraq but 
thousands say it is not safe 
for them there. 

COVID: Cases were 
ticking upward in the nation 
of 10 million people, but 
the number of cases per 
capita in late September 
was still far behind per 
capita cases in the United 
States.

VACCINES: Roughly 33 
percent of people are fully 
vaccinated. 

(SOURCE: Johns Hopkins 

University)
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We begin our update on Lebanon 
with the good news. 

The truck that Tent Schools supporters 
made possible is inching closer 
to serving refugee children and 
adolescents with the opportunity to 
learn. The truck and cargo box includes 
a small kitchen, a bathroom, and a 
generator to make sure there is power 
and internet access in the field. Our 
partner Pastor Joseph Milan and his 
son, Sayed, are now working to equip 
the truck for service to the refugee 
camps in the Bekaa Valley in eastern 
Lebanon. 

The truck will also be used as part 
of Milan's humanitarian work serving 
Syrians and his fellow Lebanese who 
have suffered greatly through the 
pandemic. 

“In the Bekaa Valley refugee camps, I 
am overwhelmed with needs,” Milan 
said. “Some need milk and some need 
medicine. They are starting to look for 
tent covers to prepare for winter. They 
have no work, no electricity, and that 

means no internet.” 

The launch of the mobile school has 
moved at a snail’s pace, but it is 
progressing. In the meantime, classes 
continue for Syrian refugee children in a 

small room in the Bekaa Valley. 

The goal is to provide basic instruction 
and an introduction to multiple 
languages to help the children navigate 
the world. 

“For many of them, you just can’t make 
up all the school they have lost,” Milan 
said. “By teaching them languages, 
they can make a giant step into the 
world. People will hire them faster 
than others simply because they have 
language skills that others don’t have.” 

Milan said languages are also a way to 
engage children in learning in a region 
of the world where schools often rely 
heavily on memorization and repetition. 
Language helps them get excited 
because they see instant results, and 
they are proud to say they can speak a 
little bit of four or five languages. 

He also plans to add vocational training 
in accounting, computer operations, 
and hair dressing as well as some 

LEBANON AT A GLANCE 

COVID: Fully vaccinated rate is only 18 
percent. In late September daily case rates 
were trending downward and were well 
below rates in the United States.

POLITICS: A new cabinet was formed in 
late September. The formation of a cabinet 
was a key requirement for the World 
Bank and other nations to resume financial 
assistance and lending to the nation. 

PORT BLAST: Cleanup of the massive 
explosion debris still isn't done and families 
of the 200 killed in the blast have staged 
protests demanding criminal trials for those 
responsbile. 

ECONOMY: The United Nations estimates 
75 percent of Lebanese are now in poverty 
because of the crisis.

 (Sources: New York Times, United Nations, BBC)

LEBANESE AND REFUGEES ALIKE SUFFER ECONOMIC COLLAPSE 

OUR MISSION: 

We deliver the love 
of Jesus Christ to 
displaced children 
by providing safe, 
compassionate 
schools. Our 
schools exchange 
chaos and loss 
for peace and 
opportunity.

We provide safe 
classrooms for children 
displaced by war, 
terrorism, and natural 
disaster. 

We serve children 
wherever they are for 
as long as they may be 
displaced, even if their 
classroom is a tent. 

Our schools help the 
entire family heal from 
the trauma of violence 
and loss. 

We help them prepare 
for the day they go back 
home or find a new place 
to call home. 

LEBANON
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Pastor Joseph Milan's program of basic primary instruction and an introduction to languages 
supports Syrian children in the Bekaa Valley. The program also helps the teachers, who are Syrian 
refugees, support their families. 

New truck is a bright spot 
in a year of calamities

Staples have been in short supply 
because the nation could no 
longer subsidize imports.

"It seemed like hell opened all its gates on Lebanon." 
-- Pastor Joseph Milan
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carpentry.

Now for the bad news. Lebanon 
suffered greatly through the 

first year of the pandemic. Then the 
deadly Beirut port explosion one year 
ago made a dreadful situation worse. 
Blocks of Beirut that were leveled by 
the August 2020 blast still are not 
cleaned up, and no one has been held 
accountable.

Still worse, the nation's financial free 
fall over the last two years has been 
the most vexing challenge of all. Long-
standing corruption and a lengthy 
political stalemate left the nation unable 
to respond to crises or international 
demands for reform. 

This has led to a domino effect of 
financial problems. Without international 

funds and loans, the government ended 
subsidies and government-backing for 
imports. Prices went up dramatically 
and basic necessities became hard to 
find. Every day is interrupted by power 
outages. Fuel shortages mean people 
can’t rely upon generators for back-up 
power, and long lines for fuel can eat up 
entire afternoons. People must go store 
to store looking for basic necessities 
like milk and flour. Hospitals are 
struggling to provide care. Bloomberg 
recently reported Lebanon has the 
highest inflation rate in the world 

There is hope the nation can begin to 
dig out because of the recent formation 
of a new cabinet. This will pave the way 
for international aid to flow in on the 
promise reforms are on the horizon.  

Cleanup of debris from the 2020 
Beirut port explosion has been 
painfully slow. 

Pastor Joseph Milan approached Tent Schools in early 2020 about creating a truck ministry to 
deliver education to Syrian refugee children. We were able to send funds earlier this year for Milan 
to purchase the truck and build the cargo box. In the months ahead, the truck will be equipped to 
begin delivering services. Milan's son, Sayed, on the right, works with Milan. 
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Tent Schools International 
provides educational technology 

to resettled refugees in the United 
States and international organizations 
that serve refugees through its 
partnership with electronics recycler 
Comprenew. 

As part of this program, Tent Schools 
recently awarded seven refurbished 
laptop computers to the Athens 
Birthday Project in Athens, Greece.

The organization, which was created 
to throw birthday parties for refugee 
children, houses educational 
opportunities for refugees of all 
ages from several countries. The 
program will serve an estimated 300 
students in 2022, thanks in part to 
the computers the students and staff 

have available to them through your 
support.  

In West Michigan, Tent Schools 
granted nine computers to resettled 
refugee families with school-aged 
children and young adults enrolled in 
community college. 

With a refurbished computer in the 
home, children will be able to do 
schoolwork, and the adults in the 
family can more easily complete 
language classes and job skills 
training. 

International entities serving displaced 
populations can receive a grant or 
discount to purchase technology. 
The devices must be for educational 
purposes, and we prioritize projects 
that support school-aged children. 

Computer grants connect refugees 
and resettled students to school    Wish List 2022

                   Make a global impact.
     See what your support will do in the year ahead! 
 

$30,000

Our partner in Amman, Jordan, created a 
handcraft workshop for the parents of their 

students to help them sustain their families. TSI 
decided last year to help them in the effort, so 
we launched an online store with their wares. We 
recently moved the online store to Etsy to boost 
visibility and recognition. 

“For artisans of handmade goods, Etsy is the 
place to be,” said Emily Klooster, TSI creative 
projects manager. “The unique handmade 
products offer Middle Eastern flare, and we have 
some beautiful religious gifts. There is high interest 
in refugee-made goods because people want to 
support displaced people."  

The wood, stones, goat leather, and fabrics are 
locally sourced to support the regional economy 
in Jordan. Products include handbags, leather 
slippers, and carved olive-wood wall hangings. 

All Tent Schools International profits will go to 
the Good Shepherd Center school to support 
education for  the artisans’ children. This holiday 
season consider gifts with added meaning. 

   

 

$900

 

$2,000

Tent Schools International is now on Etsy to support displaced 
artisans and draw attention to our mission.

Retail venture supports families of students

Operating 
costs for a 
mobile school 

Emergency food boxes  
for refugee families 
for a week 

$700

Arts & craft supplies
to support instruction 

Home computer for a 
resettled family with  
school-aged children

Teacher training to 
better serve students
with special needs

My parents introduced me to Tent 
Schools when I was in high school. 
My husband and I feel passionate 
about providing education for 
refugee children. We hope that 
education and emotional support 
can make lasting impacts on their 
future. We have young children 
so it can be hard to be involved 
in an organization on a regular 
basis. We are grateful that we can 
support Tent Schools as monthly 
supporters. 
Stephanie and Jason Smith, 
Grand Rapids, MI 

I was a Christian educator for many 
years, and I support Tent Schools 
because it involves children and 
it is a fantastic outreach. Over the 
years,Tent Schools has helped 
almost 200,000 kids. Wow! 
Then when you went from school 
buildings to tents and portable 
spaces, I thought it was fantastic. 
Talk about an opportunity to help 
children. 
Allen and Estella Vis, 
Edgerton, MN 

Being a teacher myself, of course 
I am interested in education. I was 
really impressed when Worldwide 
became Tent Schools because 
I have such a heart for refugees. 
To think of Tent Schools providing 
Christian education to children 
in terrible conditions, it is so 
important. Right from the beginning 
I thought it was a wonderful 
ministry. 
Roseann Dykstra, 
Lansing, IL 

WHY WE GIVE
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GIVE ONLINE TODAY AT TENTSCHOOLSINT.ORG/GIVE

TSI STANDS READY TO PROVIDE 
WELCOME THROUGH ED TECH 

Tent Schools International is 
preparing to work with resettlement 
organizations in the Midwest to 
provide a warm welcome to resettled 
Afghans and other refugees who will 
be arriving in the months ahead.  

Tent Schools hopes to support new 
families who have school-aged 
children with home computers and 
training to use the devices.

Tent Schools provides the technology 
ministry in the United States through a 
partnership with Grand Rapids-based 
electronics recycler Comprenew. 

It’s a valuable way to welcome the 
stranger in our midst and set them up 
for success in school and job training 
programs as they start their new lives 
in the United States. 

afghanistan

 

$95
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629 Ionia Ave. SW 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Tent Schools International™
A / 629 Ionia Ave. SW

Grand Rapids, MI 49503
P / (616) 531-9102

W / tentschoolsint.org

HAVENS OF PEACE AND OPPORTUNITY

PRESIDENT
Scott Vander Kooy  svanderkooy@tentschoolsint.org

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Anne Hamming  ahamming@tentschoolsint.org

DEVELOPMENT
Rawan Haddad  rhaddad@tentschoolsint.org

DONOR SERVICES
Kathleen Fauble  kfauble@tentschoolsint.org

CREATIVE PROJECTS 
Emily Klooster  eklooster@tentschoolsint.org

ACCOUNTING
Karen Hilverda  khilverda@tentschoolsint.org

" If I settle on the far side of the sea, 

even there your hand will guide me,

your right hand will hold me fast."  

Psalm 139:9-10

TENT SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Tent Schools International™ is proud to be 
a member in good standing of ECFA, 

the Evangelical Council 
for Financial Accountability (ecfa.org).

OUR MISSION  
TENT SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL™ 

demonstrates the love of Jesus Christ 
for displaced children by making 

education accessible. We exchage chaos 
and loss for peace and opportunity. 

INSIDE: See how you gave hope to displaced children!
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